
  The City of Kobe is located to the west of 
center on the Mainland of Japan. It  is 
accessible by land, sea, and air via domestic 
and international destinations. It takes 2 hours 
a n d  5 0  m i n u t e s  t o  g e t  t o  To k y o  b y  
Shinkansen Bullet Train, and 1 hour and 20 
minutes by plane. Within easy reach of Kobe, there are several famous cities with 
many historical sites and spots of interest, such as Himeji, Kyoto, Nara and 
Osaka.
  Ever since it was opened to the world, Kobe has developed as a cosmopolitan 
port city where people, goods and information from around the globe are in 
constant motion. Now, Kobe has a population of 1.5 million including 52,000 
foreign residents from as many as 147 different countries and regions, and is well 
known throughout Japan as being an “international city”. With a diverse population 
of foreign residents and the resulting facilities and amenities established by and 
for such foreign communities, Kobe is uniquely qualified to support a comfortably 
refined lifestyle for any individual from any country.
  Sandwiched by Mt. Rokko in the north and the Inland Sea of Seto in the south, 
Kobe is endowed with its overall mild climate averaging 17.3。C (63.1。F) with four 
seasonal changes.
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  The predecessor of the Faculty of Maritime Sciences was Kobe University of Mercantile Marine, whose origin 
can be traced back about 100 years. Kobe University of Mercantile Marine had long contributed to the education 
of top-level professionals in the maritime industries. With such a long tradition and high reputation it was decided 
that Kobe University of Mercantile Marine would integrate into Kobe University in 2003. The mission of the 
Faculty of Maritime Sciences is to foster experts who possess both a comprehensive knowledge of the marine 
sciences and are able to use this knowledge to contribute to the field of global transportation and logistics.

  The ocean is the last frontier on earth and is closely connected to our lives as a 
place that connects the global economy. There, a wide range of global industries 
and governments related to maritime affairs support our lives through their 
activities. In order for Japan to develop as a maritime and technology-based 
nation, and in order to achieve the ocean-related SDGs, it is essential to 
formulate international rules and promote international cooperation from a global 
perspective, and develop science and technology to realize them. Furthermore, 
amidst the trend of digital transformation driven by cutting-edge technologies 
such as AI, there is a need for a vision of how we will make maritime industry 
and society develop in the future. We hope that the students studying in our 
graduate school will cultivate the knowledge, skills, and interpersonal skills that 
will enable them to tackle such “big challenges” in their future paths.
  The historic Fukae Campus, which has inherited Japan's merchant marine 
education from a long ago, has a port facing Osaka Bay and is equipped with 
some unique facilities, such as the high-performance training ship "Kaijin Maru", 
the Ship Navigation Simulator System, the Ship Model Basin Experimental 
Facilities, the Hyper-Cryogenic Laboratory, and the Accelerator and Particle 
Beam Experiment Facility. Our campus also has the library for maritime 
sciences, which is stocked with books related to the sea and ships, and the 
Maritime Museum, which has a large collection and display of historical 
materials related to Japan's ships. In addition to usual classroom lectures, we 
provide a learning environment where students can gain practical knowledge 
and skills by making effective use of these facilities.
  Toward the aim of creating a sustainable future maritime society and marine 
technologies, the Graduate School of Maritime Sciences will actively and 
continuously carry out interdisciplinary co-creation activities that bring together 
science, engineering, and social sciences, and also will strive to educate, 
research, produce human resources, and contribute to society in this new 
interdisciplinary frontier of "maritime and ocean".
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